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THE PUY
DE DÔME Volcano in the heart

of the CHAÎNE DES PUYS – LIMAGNE FAULT
TECTONIC ARENA,
UNESCO World Heritage Site since July 2018

The Puy de Dôme is the highest volcano in 
the Chaîne des Puys, reaching an altitude 
of 1,465 m. It rises above this assemblage 
of 80 volcanoes, thus providing a unique 
360° panorama. The Puy de Dôme has 
been classified as a SITE DE FRANCE since 

2008. This label acts as a guarantee for 
the management and conservation of this 
delicate natural area, while also ensuring 
that the spirit of the region, which is as 
magnificent as it is relaxing, is preserved.

The Puy de Dôme is a must-see tourist 
destination in the Auvergne Rhône-Alpes, but 
it is also a place for outdoor adventure and a 
symbolic area rich in history. In the heart of 
the Auvergne Volcanoes Regional Natural Park, 
the Puy de Dôme receives numerous visitors 
throughout the year and has multiple activities 
for young and old: the remains of the Temple 
of Mercury and its museum, hiking paths, 
interpretive panels of the landscape, shope, 
restaurant options… and a 360° panorama. This 
Peléen-type volcano, which was formed 11,000 
years ago, was a religious site for the Gallo-
Romans, who built a temple to the glory of 

Mercury, the god of travellers, merchants and 
thieves, at the summit in the second century 
AD. 
A mythical site, and the symbol of the Auvergne 
and its wide open spaces, the Puy de Dôme 
attracts around 550,000 visitors each year. It is 
an extremely fragile natural environment, with 
priority now being placed on its preservation. 
At an altitude of 1,465 m, between the Limagne 
and the Combrailles plateau, it provides a 
unique viewpoint over the Chaîne des Puys, the 
most impressive European volcanic assemblage 
consisting of its north-south alignment of 80 
volcanoes. 

N°1 tourist site 
in the Department 

+ 550 000 visitors per year 
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The GRAND SITE DE FRANCE

designation

The GRAND SITE DE FRANCE designation 
is awarded to exceptional and emblematic 
landscapes, and provides a guarantee in terms 
of various criteria relating to the planning and 
conservation of vulnerable natural areas, while 
still retaining the spirit of the territory, which 
in this case is picturesque, magnificent and 
captivating but also intimate and relaxing. This 
preservation is made possible thanks to all site 
users respecting the values of the designation.
The Department of the Puy-de-Dôme has 
carried out a lot of work to protect the Chaîne 
des Puys and its emblematic volcano, the Puy 
de Dôme, a site subject to marked erosion. 

In January 2008, the Department decided to 
install a rack railway on the site to manage the 
visitor flow and to provide the focus for a quality 
visitor experience in the heart of the Chaîne des 
Puys. Since it met the criteria for upgrading, the 
Minister of Sustainable Development, Transport 
and Housing granted the GRAND SITE DE 
FRANCE label to the Puy de Dôme for a period 
of 6 years. In 2014, the Minister renewed the 
designation for another 6 years. 

The Pointe du Raz, the Pont du Gard and 
the Montagne Sainte-Victoire are examples 
of emblematic GRANDS SITES DE FRANCE 
landscapes which are outstanding for their 
exceptional and fragile beauty.

The Puy de Dôme is a dormant volcano situated 
in the Chaîne des Puys, whose single eruption 
took place around 11,000 years ago. A Peléen 
type eruption is characterised by viscous, silica-
rich lava which cannot spread easily, so forms 
a dome. If the pressure beneath the lava plug 
blocking the crater becomes too great, it can 
give rise to an explosive eruption accompanied 
by a volcanic plume and pyroclastic flows. 
The Puy de Dôme is formed of two successive 
domes. The lower part, where visitors come 
out of the summit station, corresponds to the 
older dome, while the antenna is located on 
the slightly higher, more recent eastern dome.

A site with
MULTIPLE USES

The Puy de Dôme embraces numerous actors 
who are indispensable to its protection and 
management. Each visitor, landowner, forestry 
worker, hunter, shepherd, hiker, hang-glider, 
and many, many others must maintain the 
balance between allowing access to the general 
public and the ongoing upkeep involved in 
managing the site. When out hiking, make sure 
you don’t damage the environment. 

Being able to walk peacefully through the 
Chaîne des Puys, is possible today thanks to 
the landowners of this site allowing their paths 
to be opened up to the general public. This 
permission in turn merits respect in the form 
of responsible and environmentally-friendly 
behaviour. 

THE PUY DE DÔME
A PÉLÉEN VOLCANO



UNESCO
INSCRIPTION

First natural site inscribed 
in mainland France

CHAÎNE DES PUYS – LIMAGNE FAULT,
Continental break-up

Monday 2 July 2018, during the 42nd 
session, the 21 States that make up the 
World Heritage Committee decided 
to inscribe the CHAÎNE DES PUYS – 
LIMAGNE FAULT TECTONIC ARENA   
on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
This unique landscape thus joins 
sites such as the Grand Canyon, the 
Okavango Delta, Kilimanjaro and the 
Great Barrier Reef on this prestigious 
list. It is the first French natural site 
to be inscribed in mainland France 
and one of the rare tectonic World 
Heritage Sites.  

Emblematic image of the Auvergne 
and the Puy-de-Dôme Department, 
the CHAÎNE DES PUYS-LIMAGNE FAULT 
TECTONIC ARENA was recognised by 
UNESCO as an exceptional geological 
site. The Chaîne des Puys volcanic 
alignment and the major Limagne 
Fault bear witness to a massive-scale 
process that sculpted the face of the 
Earth: continental rifting and break-
up.
 

THE STEPS IN THE INSCRIPTION PROCESS

2007 The President of the Departmental Council of the Puy-de-
Dôme launches discussions, and makes preliminary contact with 
the Minister of Ecology.

2008 Feasibility study: discussion with scientists and international 
world heritage experts.

2009 Creation of a scientific network and base of institutional 
partners, and signing of a convention to write the application, 
backed by the partners.

2010 Presentation to the French Committee for World Heritage 
sites, leading to inscription of the site on the French Tentative 
List

2011 Conferences, workshops and public meetings to raise 
awareness amongst the local inhabitants. Management plan 
submitted to national institutions and presentation to the 
Committee for French sites: unanimously favourable decision by 
the committee.

2012 Implementation of the management plan and development 
of the international element.

2013 The State selects the Chaîne des Puys-Limange Fault and 
the Chauvet-Pont d’Arc Decorated Cave sites to represent France. 
Field visit by two experts from the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

2014 Referral decision by the 38th World Heritage Committee: 
recognition of the potential of the geological value but with a 
request for additional information.

2015 - 2016 Preparation for the 40th Committee in the context 
of the referral decision: independent expertise mission carried 
out by three international scientists, and preparation of an 
additional document. July: referral decision with recognition of 
the Outstanding Universal Value of the geological assemblage. 

2017 - 2018 Working meetings with the IUCN and the World 
Heritage centre: discussions prior to writing a final document. 

July 2018 : Inscription of the CHAÎNE DES PUYS -LIMAGNE FAULT 
site on the World Heritage List during the 42nd Committee at 
Manama (Bahrain).
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A global management plan
that is now operational 

A programme of proactive measures, planned and 
formalised through contracts for an initial six-year 
period (2015-2020) can be divided into three main 
parts, combining sustainable local development 
and the sharing of knowledge with the UNESCO 
requirements. 

UNESCO and beyond?

CONTINENTAL
BREAK-UP
An outstanding illustration

By means of their close proximity, this fault, the 
volcanoes and the inverted relief allow us unusual 
access to this large-scale geological phenomenon, 
both in terms of geography and time, lasting 350 
million years, giving us insight into the process as a 
whole. Nowhere else on Earth is the overall process 
of continental break-up so clearly visible.

‘Axis 1 – To preserve the integrity and clarity of 
the geological features and the landscape, and 
respond to the processes that affect them.

Axis 2 – To manage visitor numbers, tourism, and 
combine the different usages of the site.

Axis 3 – To increase and share scientific and 
local knowledge of the site to ensure concerted  
management of the site.

The management plan includes both cross cutting 
projects across the whole site – awareness-raising, 
monitoring, communication, visitor counting 
device, support for agriculture and forestry, 
management of travel within the site – and 
projects targeting specific features or sectors: 
landscape enhancement, measures to limit 
erosion, management of visitor numbers, etc.’
 

A real geological arena, the CHAÎNE DES PUYS 
– LIMAGNE FAULT illustrates a major terrestrial 
phenomenon: continental break-up. The geological 
formations of this exceptional tectonic area provide 
an overview of the entire process, showing how 
the Earth’s crust became fractured, underwent 
subsidence, allowing magma to rise up and ultimately 
causing widespread uplift.  The landscape, itself an 
engaging visual panorama, reveals the different 
stages of the process : 
-The large-scale Limagne Fault which marks the 
boundary between the area of subsidence (the 
Limagne Plain) and the older basement on which the 
volcanoes lie 35 million years ago.  
-The inverted relief of the Montagne de la Serre; 
natural erosion caused this former lava flow, 
originally located in a valley floor, to become a raised 
plateau 3 million years ago.
- The volcanic alignment of the Chaîne des Puys 
and its 80 or so edifices showing various shapes 
(domes, cones, maars and their flows) which result 
from rising magma linked to the upheaval at depth 
accompanying the stretching and fracturing of the 
continental crust 95,000 to 8,400 years ago.
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THE
PANORAMIQUE

DES DÔMES
Reach the summit of the Puy de Dôme by
ELECTRIC RACK RAILWAY
all year round

Visitors can reach the summit of the Puy de 
Dôme by electric rack railway. The journey 
up the mountain side is a comfortable 
15-minute ride, offering stunning views 
across the Chaîne des Puys, the Limagne, 
Clermont-Ferrand and the Sancy Massif.

In 2008, the Department of the Puy-de-
Dôme opted for public transport to reduce 
the risks linked to this mountain site, the 
weather conditions and the natural trend for 
visitors to use their own transport. The rack 
railway provides a means of managing the 
flow of people and vehicles to the summit, 
putting an end, in 2008, to the 50,000 or so 
vehicles that drove up and down the Puy de 
Dôme annually.  

After four years’ work, the Panoramique 
des Dômes carried out its maiden voyage 
in May 2012. Since then the Panoramique 
des Dômes has transported up to 400 
passengers per journey between the base 
and summit of the Puy de Dôme. The train 
ensures a safe ride, combining a tourist 
service with environmental conservation. 

 + than
3 million

visitors since 
2012

4 years of work mobilizing more than a dozen companies

The Panoramique des Dômes is currently 
the most recent rack railway to be built and 
installed in France. It carries up to 400,000 
passengers per year to the summit.
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RACK RAILWAY
Reinforced security

A rack railway uses mechanical means to go uphill 
thanks to a third, toothed rail between the tracks, on 
which runs the central wheel of the train, which is 
also toothed. A number of rack systems have been 
pioneered over the last two centuries, including the 
Locher, Strub and Hanscotte models. Here we use 
a Strub rack system, which takes its name from its 
inventor, the Swiss engineer Emile Strub. By means 
of this system, the train can climb the steep flanks 
of the volcano all year round, even in snowy or icy 
conditions. 

 

> 5 km of tracks – 15 minute journey

> Metric lines

> 11,000 journeys per year

> 4 Stadler GTW carriages, each with a seating 
capacity of 200

> Average speed: 25 km/h

> Speed reduced to 10 km/h when coming in to 
the stations and where the track crosses the Mu-
letiers hiking trail

> Maximum slope angle: 15.5%
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THE MAIN PLAYERS 

IN  THE

PROJECT

The Panoramique des Dômes
A PUBLIC SERVICE UTILITY
with different operators

A PUBLIC SERVICE UTILITY 
FOR A PERIOD OF 35 YEARS 

THE DISTRIBUTOR

In 2008, the Department of the Puy-de-Dôme (formerly 
the Conseil Général), manager of the site, and owner 
of the access road to the summit, chose the Canadian 
group SNC LAVALIN to construct, maintain and operate 
a rack railway as a 35-year public service utility. Two 
major issues underpinned this choice: to preserve the 
character of the natural environment, and to prioritise 
visitor security by regulating their number.

THE SUPPLIERS

TC DÔME, subsidiary of the SNC LAVALIN group (51%), 
and the CAISSE DES DÊPOTS (49%). SNC Lavalin, a 
major international engineering and construction 
company, is the main shareholder of TC Dôme and the 
signatory of the public service utility in 2008.

THE OPERATOR

Technical assistance contract for the operation of the 
railway

TRANSDEV RAIL

TC DÔME entrusts the operation and maintenance of 
the rolling stock to TRANSDEV RAIL (formerly CFTA), 
which operates 31 rail networks across 6 countries. 
The Panoramique des Dômes is the only tourist train 
run by the group to date.

Public service 
              utility →

Technical assistance 
                   contract →

THE FINANCIERS

30,000,000 €

27 684 000 €

6 000 000 €

6 000 000 €

12 000 000 €

5 000 000 €

Projet co-financé par l'UE - fonds- 
européen de développement 
régional FEDER

Projet soutenu par le
Plan de Relance

  
  2007
  > Call for proposals by the Department  
  2008 
  > SNC LAVALIN is chosen as supplier, start of      
feasibility studies   

  2010 
  > Work begins on the site

  2011  
  > Arrival of the first trains

  May 2012
  > Grand opening of train service to the general 
public
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A TRAIN THAT RESPECTS
its environnment

The current for the train is supplied by overhead 
contact lines which transmit 1,500 V DC. The 
electricity is carried as 20 kV and transformed on 
site beneath the station. In an environmentally-
friendly process, the energy from a descending train 
is   recovered and provides 35% of the energy needs 
of a climbing train. 

Maintenance products, such as track lubricant, 
which is regularly applied, are bio-degradable. The 
trains are cleaned using rainwater and the buildings, 
including the maintenance shed and offices, have 
natural ventilation provided by the installation of a 
natural heat exchanger.

 

30,000,000 €

A TEAM OF RAILWAY WORKERS
with a range of jobs

A team of regulators work with Transdev Rail under 
their operations director and his deputy. There are 
around ten drivers and maintenance workers who 
are required to pass a psychological and technical 
test, in compliance with current railway regulations, 
before training to be drivers. In peak season, the 
workforce is expanded by additional platform staff.

The regulator plays an important role, and without 
their presence trains cannot leave the maintenance 
shed. The regulator controls and synchronises all 
the departures and arrivals of the trains in the two 
stations from the security centre. 

The drivers are in permanent contact with the 
regulator, and they must request authority to pass 
the traffic lights. If no communication is made, the 
lights remain red. Once permission has been granted 
to go through the lights, the driver confirms that the 
train will move forward.  This procedure reinforces 
the necessity for drivers to remain consciously alert. 

The maintenance staff are responsible for upkeep 
of the rolling stock, the track, the infrastructure, the 
buildings and the outside area. During the winter, 
they carry out snow clearance using the UNIMOG, a 
vehicle equipped with a snow-blower that can run on 
both road and rails.

The maintenance shed

UNIMOG running on the rails
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A
POPULAR

DESTINATION
The ascent of the Puy de Dôme
OVER THE CENTURIES
Different means of locomotion

The majestic nature of the Puy de Dôme 
and the steepness of its slopes make the 
volcano a highly prized destination. From 
ancient times it attracted pilgrims, before 
becoming a tourist site in the latter half of 

the 19th century. In this early industrial 
era the Puy de Dôme became a favourite 
spot for the most audacious technical and 
sporting challenges.
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On the back of a mule

Mules, along with donkeys, were preferable to horses 
for riding up the Roman road as they were sturdier. 
They ended up giving their name to the current 
Chemin des Muletiers (Mule Track). It took one hour 
to go from the Col de Ceyssat to the summit by mule.

By bike

By car

On 9 May 1905, Auguste Fraignac, engineer and pilot 
with the Le Buire construction company in Lyon, was 
the first person to drive to the summit by car, also 
taking the Mule Track route. 
 

By plane

In 1908, brothers André and Edouard Michelin, 
convinced that aviation would revolutionise the 
world, decided to encourage its development by 
organising the Grand Prix Michelin: to fly from Paris 
to Clermont, landing on the summit of the Puy de 
Dôme, in less than 6 hours. Three years later, on 7 
March 1911, Eugène Renaux and Albert Senouque 
took off from the outskirts of Paris. Their flight in a 
Farman plane, equipped with a 50 CV Renault motor, 
lasted 5 hours and 10 minutes, culminating in them 
landing on the snowy summit of the volcano.

 

10
10

Several fruitless attempts were made before Fernand 
Ladoux, president of the Auvergnat Cycling club, 
managed to ride up to the summit on 20 September 
1892. He followed the then very steep Mule path (the 
track itself wasn’t constructed until 1907). His bike 
weighed more than 21.5 kg, and had solid wheels.
 



VISITOR 

FACILITIES 

IN  THE HEART
OF NATURE

 

The Maison de site
BASE STATION
At the foot of the Puy de Dôme

The base station at the foot of the 
volcano is faced with Volvic stone, and 
was designed by the architect Michel 
Douat as a group of simple shapes, almost 
monolithic, set into the landscape. The 
Maison de site (visitor centre) is the 
entry point for around 400,000 visitors 
annually who take the train, as well as 
hikers asking for information about the 
trails at the information desk, staffed 
by personnel from the Department and 
Clermont Métropole.

At the Maison de site – base station
 

> Tourist information desk

> Fun and educational area for children 

> Permanent exhibitions 

> Temporary exhibitions 

> Shop 

> The Jardin d'Épicure, bar and cafe, with 

freshly prepared food served in jars 
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The summit station 
ENTIRELY UNDERGROUND 

This station is entirely underground apart from 
two entryways providing access to the train. Glass, 
steel and lava stone have been used for the summit 
infrastructure. This decision to use predominantly 
mineral-based material for the construction was due 
to the need for resistant materials to survive the often 
harsh climate at the summit. To prolong the beautiful 
scenery visible from the train, the summit station is 
decorated with large-scale aerial photos of  showing 
the Auvergne volcanoes in different seasons.

The summit has recovered its natural aspect. 
The altered relief has been remodelled. The 
former road is now a grassy track (on a bed of 
mixed earth and gravel). The summit is thus 
wholly given over to visitors on foot who 
either come up by train or via one of the hiking 
trails.  

The antenna

This was built over 1956 - 1957. At this time, few 
households in the Auvergne had a television, 
as reception was poor. The proximity of the 
volcano to the biggest city in the region 
swayed the decision to place a 73-m high 
television broadcasting pylon on the summit 
of the Puy de Dôme. This antenna, designed 
for broadcasting French TV, has become an 
inseparable emblem of the volcano. 

The Observatory of the Physics of 
the Globe at Clermont-Ferrand 
(OPGC)

This observatory is attached to the University 
of Clermont Auvergne, and operates on an 
international level through the studies and 
experiments carried out there. Recently 
equipped with a cloud impactor, micro-
organisms living in the clouds can be extracted 
at the observation chalet, and then taken to 
the laboratory to be analysed.  

From January 2014, the Panoramique des 
Dômes has been used as an important means 
in the analysis of the components of the 
ambient air. A box containing measurement 
captors has been installed on the roof of one 
of the trains. The aim is to determine the exact 
height of the atmospheric layer and to gain 
more insight into the natural temperature 
inversions that occur on and around the Puy 
de Dôme.

The summit
REVEGETATED
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Discover
THE SUMMIT OF THE PUY DE DÔME
at an altitude of 1 465m 

Accès en train ou chemin de randonnée 
Les espaces 
Le parapente 

THE

SUMMIT

 
ACCESS BY TRAIN
OR BY HIKING TRAILS

THE CHEMIN DES MULETIERS
The chemin des Muletiers (Mule Trail) leads to the 
summit of the Puy de Dôme from the carpark at the 
Col de Ceyssat (half-way up the volcano).

> From the carpark at the base station, by the Maison 
de site: it takes around 1h30 to 2h to climb the 6 km 
to the summit.
> From the carpark at the Col de Ceyssat : it takes 
around 45 minutes to 1h to walk up the 1.9-km long 
path.
It is recommended to wear sturdy shoes, and clothes 
that are adapted to the weather conditions at the 
summit, which is often cooler and windier than the 
base. You also need to carry water with you.

A historic path
The Mule Trail, with its switchbacks that climb the 350 
m up to the summit of the Puy de Dôme, is an ancient 
path said to have been taken by pilgrims walking up 
to the Temple of Mercury. Mercury was the god of 
travellers, merchants and thieves, and this impressive 
temple was an important religious site in Gallo-Roman 
times.  

LE CHEMIN DES CHEVRES
From the Maison de site-base station complex, it takes 
around 1h30 to 2hrs to reach the summit of the Puy de 
Dôme by foot via the north side, a distance of roughly 
6 km. The chemin des Chèvres (Goat Track) is part of 
the GR 4-441 hiking trail, climbing the Puy de Dôme 
with steps in places to avoid erosion. The chemin des 
Chèvres starts off in the forest before emerging to 
provide an exceptional view of the Puy de Dôme, the 
Puy de Côme, the Grand and the Petit Suchet and the 
Pariou. The last 500 m of the track are along the path 
that parallels the railway tracks (the only part of the 
route which is open to walkers). 

Please note: school parties and other large groups are 
not allowed on the chemin des Chèvres
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Devotion to Mercury 

RESTORED REMAINS 
AND THE MULTIMEDIA MUSEUM 

In the 2nd century AD, the largest mountain temple 
of the Gallo-Roman empire was this one at the top 
of the Puy de Dôme! Primarily dedicated to Mercury, 
this large, terraced sanctuary, a pilgrimage site, was 
accessible from the Col de Ceyssat, at the highest 
point on the Agrippa Way. Uncovered at the end 
of the 19th century, the remains of the Temple of 
Mercury are now exposed to the harsh weather 
conditions at the summit, and are undergoing 
appropriate restoration work. 

The multimedia museum next to the Temple of 
Mercury contains interactive material for all ages, 
complementing the restored Temple itself. Allow 
yourself to be transported back to the 2nd century 
by means of films, models, artefacts, and educational 
games and totems. After travelling along the Agrippa 
Way, visitors can follow in the footsteps of pilgrims 
around the temple, and see the main artefacts 
found during the digs, as well as the materials and 
techniques used in the building of the temple. They 
can also listen in on the archeologists’ discussions 
– while they are not going to rebuild the upper 
level or roof of the temple, they have a number of 
hypotheses as to its original construction.  

 Free multi-lingual audio-guides are available
 Don't miss

> The exhibition area
> Two restaurants
and a kiosk for take-out snacks
> 3 walking trails
> Shop
> Picnic room
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THE DIFFERENT CATERING OPTIONS
At the different Épicure restaurants

Chez Épicure 

LE JARDIN D’ÉPICURE 
At the Maison de site (visitor centre at 
the base of the Puy de Dôme)

High quality fast food, prepared on-site from local 
produce and served in jars. Practical and ecological, 
hot or cold, a full range from starters to desserts is 
available.

 LA TABLE D’ÉPICURE 
At the summit

Self-service restaurant providing a range of home-
made food made from fresh produce, served in jars. 

The idea behind the jars:

All the food at the Table d’Epicure is served in glass 
jars that are 100% recyclable. There is zero waste – 
the jars are returned and reused

LE RESTO D’ÉPICURE  
At the summit

The Resto d'Epicure serves a modern menu which 
invites you to (re)discover the flavours of local 
recipes.
Amongst the signature dishes are confit of pork 
shoulder in pastry and beef fillet marinated for 48 
hours.  

A la carte:
> A large selection of starters, main courses and 
desserts which change with the seasons. 

 

Also, to take-out

> The Buron d’Épicure
> The Chalet d’Épicure

FOOD 
AND DRINK
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PRIVATE EVENTS
In an exceptional setting 

It is possible to reserve the train and restaurants 
for private or professional events, such as 
cocktails, seminars, weddings, receptions or 
gala dinners, with exclusive use of the train and 
restaurant(s) with an à la carte service to suit your 
preferences and budget.  

Prices for private train usage
Private use in the evening (outside of opening 
times to the general public):

► Up to 100 people: 650€ inclusive of VAT
► More than 100 people: 1100€ inclusive of 
VAT

Events held at the Maison de site
Here at the base of this most impressive volcano, 
groups and companies can enjoy the use of this 
very flexible venue. Designed on two levels, the 
spacious Maison de site opens out directly onto 
beautiful countryside, and is only a few kilometres 
from Clermont-Ferrand.  

> Hire rate 300€ inclusive of tax
> Can be hired for private functions in the 
evening or in the daytime depending on the dates
> Free parking for cars and coaches within 200 m 
of the Maison de site

Catering

The menu can be prepared in consultation with the 
chef of the Resto d'Épicure, either bistro-type meals, 
or more traditional ones, made from fresh local 
ingredients.   

Quotes on request – prices depend on the menu 
selected 
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Find out about
OUR PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
More than 200 events throughout the year 

HAVING
FUN

<
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Our top 4 

The ‘Nocturnes’ at the Puy de 
Dôme

Every Thursday from 21 July to 11 August

A series of events and shows, designed to 
extend the long summer days, take place 
from late afternoon right up to the final 
performance at 10 pm at the summit of the 
Puy de Döme.  

Witness a poetic and captivating performance 
on the theme "Between Heaven and Earth” 
involving fireworks, aerial displays and 
flames... 

Numerous performers with alternating fixed 
shows, surprise appearances and music. 
 Suitable for all ages
 Free 
 No reservation required 
 At the summit of the Puy de Dôme
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A new twist on a traditional 
Easter egg hunt

Sunday 17 and Monday 18 April 

Get ready, budding young explorers! 
On the trail of Easter celebrations around the world 
and back in time.

With the help of a treasure map, set off to find the 
totems installed around the summit of the Puy de 
Dôme. 

Once you’ve solved the ten clues, the chocolate 
chest opens by magic! 

New for this year: New circuit for younger children 
(under 7s) 

> For children 
> Free 
> No reservation required
> At the summit of the Puy de Dôme



>>
>

The Winter festival at the summit 
of the Puy de Dôme

From December

Don’t miss the opportunity to get together at 
the summit of the Puy de Dôme to celebrate 

Christmas! A varied programme of events with 
something for all ages: 

200m2 skating rink, shows, workshops, 
storytelling…

> Suitable for all ages
> No reservation required
> 7€/adult, 5€/child (4-14 years) free for under 4s
> At the summit of the Puy de Dôme

The legend of the Puy de Dôme 
witches

During the October school holidays

During the October school holidays, come and test 
your bravery and uncover the legend of the Puy de 
Dôme witches! 
Get your costume on, and come up to the summit 
to enjoy the multiple attractions: 

> Haunted trail for all the family 
> Face painting
> Show
> Free train ride for children in costume
> Sweets

> Suitable for all ages
> Free 
> No reservation required 
> At the summit of the Puy de Dôme 
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Celebrating 10 years of the Panoramique 
des Dômes

22

19

Happy birthday!

Over the three-day period, come and discover 
or rediscover the history of the Puy de Dôme, 
flagship landmark of the Department, and its 
rack railway. Journey through time from 1900 to 
the present day! On the programme: exhibitions, 
treasure hunt, concerts, shows and many other 
surprises… 

And don't miss the highlight of this birthday cele-
bration ! 
A fireworks display on the evening of Saturday 28 
May.

10th anniversary of the 
train 

Du 26 mai au 28 mai 2022

Thursday 26 May 2022 – day for young people 

Opening of the exhibition “One train can hide ano-
ther” on the first floor of the Maison de site, with an 

Escape Game.  

Drawing competition: Draw your mascot!

Concert for children, with Laure DESBRE – Paroles de 
Farfelus

Friday 27 May 2022 –Radio Scoop day

Live radio show - Radio Scoop 

Radio scoop concert

Saturday 28 May 2022 – fireworks display

 Gerzat Harmony Orchestra and Canta choir
Show entitled ‘Limanha’ by the eliXir company

Fireworks display
 

And don’t miss the highlight of this birthday celebra-
tion!

 

On the programme
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Come and experience our new permanent attractions

NEW 
EVENTS 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE PUY DE DÔME 
Audio and video recordings on board the Panora-

mique des Dômes

Journey through time on board the 
Panoramique des Dômes!

Use this immersion on the train to relive the 
history of the Puy de Dôme! Keep your eyes 
and ears open and take a leap into the past in 
the company of the famous Count Montlosier 
and other people to find out the history of this 
magnificant volcano, where it all began.  

You want to hear it again? The material is also 
available on your smartphone by scanning the 
QR code.

MYSTERIES OF THE PUY DE DÔME
Treasure hunt at the summit of the Puy de Dôme

Pick up your explorer’s notebook at the 
Visitor desk at the summit of the Puy de Dôme 
(l’Espace Grand Site de France) and set off in 
search of the relics of the Temple of Mercury.  

Rules of the game: Each player must solve 
the clues in the notebook to follow the trail 
of QR codes hidden in existing structures. The 
QR codes provide access to videos on your 
smartphone. Each video is either the next 
stage in the adventure, a red herring, or a 
video about the area.
3 levels of difficulty.
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HANG-GLIDING
An unmissable experience 

The volcano is an ideal spot for hang-gliding.  
You need to take off into the wind, and the 
Puy de Dôme is perfectly suited, having eight 
take-off points corresponding to the eight 
wind directions. Even completely inexpe-
rienced visitors can take to the air in tandem 
flights with a qualified professional.

Information and reservations should be 
addressed to the various flying schools and 
monitors of the Puy de Dôme. 

https://www.lauravl.fr/

The Puy de Dôme is a volcano that has always 
fascinated humans and whose secrets we’re only 
beginning to understand! Guided tours, events for 
children, talks, thematic walks and other activities 
are available for you to discover the many facets 
of the Puy de Dôme.
A programme adapted to suit all the family, 
including activities especially for children.

Main themes of the visits

> Get to know about the Puy de Dôme
> The Temple of Mercury
> Continental break-up right in front of your eyes 
> Science and weather at the summit of the Puy 
de Dôme
> The Chaîne des Puys- Limagne Fault, millions of 
years’ history, what next?

For children:

> Penetrating the mysteries of the Temple of 
Mercury
> Volcanic history of the Chaîne des Puys

FUN AND EDUCATIONAL 
ATTRACTIONS



PRATICAL INFORMATION
Prices for 2022

Calendar for 2022

• The site is closed on Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 3 January 
to 8 February, from 28 Fe-
bruary to 15 March and from 
7 November to 13 December 
2022.               
 

• 25 December : closed

• Closed for maintenance from 
21-25 March 2022 and from 
14-18 November 2022.

• The train timetable and fre-
quency can be subject to mo-
dification due to operating 
conditions. 

• The ‘Nocturnes’ at the Puy de Dôme: only on Thursday 
21 and 28 July, and Thursday 4 and 11 August 2022, de-
pendent on weather conditions and circumstances out-
side of our control.
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ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OR REDUCED MOBILITY
Both the stations and trains are entirely adapted for people with disabilities or 
reduced mobility.

SHUTTLE BUS
A shuttle bus runs from April to November between Clermont-Ferrand and the 
Panoramique des Dômes station. Local public transport price applies to tickets. 

PARKING
Free parking at the base station car park: spaces for 1000 cars, 30 coaches and 15 
camper vans. 

www.panoramiquedesdomes.fr
Press 

Contact
 

06 14 76 69 98
04 73 87 43 06

communication@panoramiquedesdomes.fr

Access

> At the base of the Puy de Dôme Panoramique des 
Dômes station

Chemin du Couleyras
lieu dit La Font de l’Arbre 
63870 Orcines
Coordonnées GPS : 
N45°46’17’’- E02°59’12’’


